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Canada and Bermuda 




People put a lot of 

HOPE in our kettles ... 
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Every dollar placed in 
a Salvation Army kettle 
helps bring hope to 
families in desperate 
times and smiles to the 
1 faces of children who may 
otherwise be forgotten. Toys, 
a Christmas dinner and 
year-round assistance are 
available to people in need 
1 * because of these donations. 




Be part of this exciting 
ministry this Christmas. 
Volunteer to stand beside 
a kettle, and get ready to 
smile and say, 

"Thanks for helping 
The Salvation Army 
give hope today." 

Contact your corps officer 
or divisional headquarters 
to volunteer. 

Help keep hope alive. 
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r FAITH & J 

friends 



Are you 
sharing your 
faith? When 
you finish 
reading Faith 
& Friends in 
the centre 
of this issue, 
pull it out 



i^rz^i- si to someone 

who needs to hear about 
Christ's life-changing power 
You'll both be glad you did. 



Christmas Giving 

The economic downturn in the global markets 
has left many predicting a less than cheerful 
Christmas for people everywhere. For some, this 
will simply mean spending a little less on presents 
for family and friends, while for others it will mean a 
significant change in their standard of living. Lessons 
abound for those who stop and reflect on how the 
world got itself into this financial mess. 

The silver lining in this cloud of misery is the 
opportunity to pause and remember that there 



are things money cannot buy. Love, forgiveness, 
hope, joy and peace cannot be charged to a credit 
card. These are the real gifts of Christmas. "This is 
how God showed his love for us: God sent his only 
Son into the world" (1 John 4:9 The Message). The 
best gifts we can give this year are those without 
a price tag. 

From everyone in the editorial department, 
we thank you for your support and wish you 
and your loved ones a very blessed Christmas. 

Major Jim Champ, Editor-in-Chief 
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Mississauga's GO (incognito) Team Ministers in Mexico 



Not many people head to Mexico 
to work in August, but 16 eager 
young people and their leaders 
from Mississauga, Ont., braved the heat 
to support the ministry of The Salvation 
Army's Acapulco Children's Home. One 
of their major projects involved installing 
wall-mounted fans in each of the children's 
rooms. Without air conditioning in the 
facility the fans were a welcome relief for 
the 90 children living there. The team 
also spent time giving many rooms a fresh 
coat of paint. 

The Canadian young people also 
used their visit to minister directly to 
the children. They provided a vacation 
Bible school program using the themes 
of a circus, the Olympics and a science 
lab to bring spiritual truths to life. Over a 
weekend, while many of the children spent 
time with relatives, the mission team built 
special relationships with the handful of 
children who remained at the home. 

While in Acapulco, the group visited 
a local hospital to deliver care packages 
to patients. They also went out into the 



community to invite neighbours of the 
children's home to attend a Sunday wor- 
ship service. Fifteen new people attended 
the corps the following week. 

Kevin Slous, youth pastor at Mississauga 
Temple, led the group. He says of the 
experience, "We are thankful for the awe- 
some privilege God gave us to do this, for 



the prayers and support from home, and 
for the work that is done in Mexico on an 
ongoing basis without us! God is certainly 
working in that place." 

GO (incognito) mission team with children 
and staff from The Salvation Army 
Acapulco Children's Home 




Federal Minister Visits 
Centre of Hope 



The Salvation Army Centre of Hope 
in London, Ont., received a visit 
in July from the Honourable Vic 
Toews, president of the National Treasury 
Board. Minister Toews took the oppor- 
tunity to address Army representatives 
regarding the federal government's action 
plan to reform the administration of its 
grant and contribution programs, which 
provide approximately $27 billion to eco- 
nomic and social development in Canada 
every year. 

Following his address, the Minister 
toured the facility. He received a first-hand 




look at the community and family services 
programs that provide emergency food 
and housing support as well as life-skills 
programs to local residents. Minister Toews 
commented positively on the work-boot 
loan program that allows residents of the 
centre to sign out a pair of work boots for 
short-term employment opportunities and 
then return them when they are finished, 
making them available for others. 

The Minister also toured the VON/ 
Salvation Army health clinic that was 
recently renovated to include four fully- 
equipped examination rooms. 

The Centre of Hope accommodates 
295 men, women and youth. Its purpose 
is to help break the cycle of poverty, home- 
lessness and addiction. Its programs are 
designed to help individuals become 
responsible, productive members of their 
community. 



Mjr Alf Richardson, DC, Ont. GL Div, 
welcomes MinisterToews to the Centre 
of Hope 



Family Fun 

in Prince Albert, 

Sask. 

Early fall sunshine blessed 70 mem- 
bers and guests of the Prince Albert 
Community Church during their 
annual family camp. Majors Roy and Sandra 
Langer from the Prairie and Northern 
Territories Divisional Headquarters shared 
three sessions on Living the Anointed Life. 
Children enjoyed crafts and games as well 
as a worship time of their own. 




Young people enjoy outdoor activities 
during Prince Albert family camp 
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Around the Territory 






Community Support for 
Langley's Gateway of Hope 




Event organizer Dwayne Mitchell, Mayor Peter Fassbender and MP 
Mark Warawa take part in the third annual Mercy Ride for the Homeless 



Langley, B.C., is getting 
behind the Army's Gateway 
of Hope project. On 
September 20, members of the 
King's Riders, a Langley/Surrey 
Christian motorcycle club, paid 
$30 each ($50 if they brought 
along a passenger) to take part 
in the third annual Mercy Ride for 
the Homeless. The day included a 
two-hour motorcycle ride followed 
by a barbecue, a performance by 
a Johnny Cash tribute band and 
a silent auction. 

Envoy Gary Johnson, corps 
officer, oversees the Gateway of 
Hope project that, when com- 
pleted, will provide accom- 
modation for homeless men. 
An emphasis will be placed on 
employment skills encouraging its 
residents to become contributing 
members of their communities. 
Two weeks before the mercy 



ride, Langley's St. Andrew's 
Anglican Church held a rock 
mass with proceeds from a free- 
will offering going to the project 
as well. The service featured 
traditional elements of worship 
performed in a rock style by 
Randy Murray, a member of the 
Canadian rock band Bachman 
Turner Overdrive. Envoy Johnson 
addressed the congregation at the 
gathering, outlining plans for the 
facility 

The Gateway of Hope will be a 
31,000-square-foot facility provid- 
ing accommodation for 55 men 
and daily meals for up to 150. 
Envoy Johnson is excited about 
the ministry that will take place. 
"We want to get people out of their 
survival mode and start building 
relationships with them. After a 
few nights in a clean bed, they 
start to think differently" 



Sussex Youth Support 
Toronto's Corps 614 

A team of eight young people and their leaders left 
the quiet town of Sussex, N.B., in August, to travel 
to Toronto to contribute to the ministry of Corps 
614 in Regent Park. The teens had never experienced the 
inner city before, but with direction from Corps 614 staff, 
the group enthusiastically tackled the tasks at hand. 

They participated in a neighbourhood clean-up project, 
adding to it a chalk ministry in which they left messages 
of hope and Scripture in local parks. They helped serve 
meals at Corps 614's River Street Cafe and assisted at the 
food bank. 

Dylan Rowsell, 15, wondered whether their actions 
were having an impact on those they were serving. During 
his time in Toronto he met a homeless man "who told us 
how thankful he was that we were doing this." 

It was an eye-opening experience for young people 
growing up in a small town. "I had never met a homeless 
person before," said Andrew Baker, 14. "They are no dif- 
ferent than I am." 

Dylan McEwen, 19, also received confirmation that the 
group's efforts would bear fruit. After the group returned 
home, he received an e-mail from the mother of one of the 
children he had met in Toronto. "She told me that I would 
always be remembered in Regent Park," he says. 




Sussex young people and their leaders in Toronto's 
Regent Park 



Did you know... 

... the Santa Shuffle and Elf Walk, 
supporting The Salvation Army's 
Christmas Appeal, will take place on 
Saturday, December 6, in 35 cities 
across Canada? The annual event, 
sponsored by the Running Room, 
originated in Alberta and helps to make 
possible the Army's compassionate 
ministry at Christmas and throughout 
the year 

... in Owen Sound, Ont., afood 
drive, organized by the Bruce Area 
Solid Waste Recycling organization, 
encouraged residents to put donations 
of non-perishable food items in a plastic 



bag beside their blue boxes? In the first 
week, more than 2,000 pounds of food 
was donated 

. . . the first recorded use of a decorated 
Christmas tree in Canada was in Sorel, 
Que., in 1781 by Baron Friederick von 
Riedesel?The next account is of William 
Pryor in Halifax in 1846, who decorated 
a tree to please his German wife 
... SAYCEDAR is a 12-bed emergency 
shelter for young men aged 16-19 in 
Sudbury, Ont.? Residents learn life 
skills, are encouraged to finish high 
school and, where possible, reconnect 
with family 
... radio stations 101.9The Giant and 



103.5The Eagle filled a Cape Breton 
Regional Municipality transit bus with 
food donations received as entrance 
fees to a local street party? The Army 
foodbanks in Sydney, Glace Bay, 
Louisbourg, North Sydney, Sydney Mines 
and New Waterford, N.S., benefited 
from the event 

... if you had lived on the Prairies in 
1882, your Christmas dinner would 
likely have consisted of fish browned in 
buffalo marrow, boiled buffalo hump, 
beaver tail or buffalo veal? 
. . . the average temperature in Winnipeg 
in December is -14C? In Bermuda, it is a 
balmy 19C on most December days 
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've been working on 
Salvation Army Christmas 
kettles since I was seven. 
Although sometimes I've 
done it with less than ideal 
enthusiasm, I always come 
away with a good feeling 
and a story or two to share 
at work the next day. Here's a 
brief glimpse into some of my 
encounters over the years: 

/ > ' ' i > here was the man 
* / i who looked at the 
^^y display of bottled 
water next to the kettle and 
asked me how much they 
cost. I told him I wasn't selling 
them, but the store's price was 
$2.99 for a case. He promptly 
deposited a loonie and a toonie 
in the kettle, picked up a case 
of water and walked away! I 
was completely flummoxed — 
what to do? If I chased after 
him, I would have to aban- 
don the kettle, and that would 
never do. So I had to resolve in 
my heart that he had already 
paid inside the store, and was 
having a bit of fun with the 
kettle worker! 



A nother woman, bent 
y^l\ over by her years 
r „ ^V and perhaps arth- 
ritis, donated a loonie and an 
apology. "It's all I have to give," 
she said. "I only have so much 
money, yet I can't go by a kettle 
without donating. But when I 
give, I hope it reminds other 
people that they should be giv- 
ing, too. And I'd like to think 
that it encourages the person 
who stands at the kettle. It's 
not much but, at my age, it's 
just a little something I can 
do." It was quite a speech, and 
I started to tear up inside just 
listening to her. She achieved 
her objective that day, and for 
just a moment, I forgot about 
my cold hands and feet because 
of the warmth this one woman 
brought to my heart. 

G^ 

/ y ' ^ > wo parents brought 
' t j their children over 
^^y to donate because, 
as they said, their son or 
daughter "insisted" that they 
give. What an example to all of 
us, that no matter how young 
or old we are, we can still show 
we care. 



/ y ' ^ > hen there was the 
' I j woman who was 
^^y shopping at her 
local liquor store. I was just 
making conversation with her 
about how busy the store was. 
"Well," she said, "it's like death 
and taxes, I guess." 

"What is?" I asked. 

"Booze," she replied. "You 
know. It's one of the things you 



can count on in life — death, 
taxes and booze." Growing 
up in the Army, that's one per- 
spective I never would have 
thought of. It's always inter- 
esting to stand with a kettle 
outside a liquor store since 
so much of the Army's work 
involves helping people whose 
lives have been negatively 
impacted by alcohol. 




How the Christmas Kettle Made a Difference in My Life 



Each year, clients from The Salvation 
Army's Hope Acres Rehabilitation 
Centre in Glencairn, Ont., have the 
opportunity to assist Hope Acres Community 
Church with their Christmas kettles. Here 
are a few of their reflections. 

Filled with Joy 

"I had no idea what to expect when I went 
out the first time. Some of the other guys 
had said that working on the kettles was a 
great way to get away from the centre for 
a few hours and to get out of chores, while 
others said that it felt good to give back to 
The Salvation Army and the community. 
Well, my first shift on the Christmas kettle 
sparked a change in me. The smiles and 
thanks from the public forced me to think 
about why I am at Hope Acres and to reflect 
on family and friends less fortunate than 



me. The feelings created by those thoughts 
swept through me and I was filled with joy. 
In the weeks to come, I was blessed to meet 
people at the kettle who had been helped 
by The Salvation Army and who were grate- 
ful to be able to give back. This experience 
changed my view of Christmas and touched 
my soul." — J.S. 

Giving Back 

"The Christmas kettle ministry offered me 
the chance to do something I've never done: 
to give back. It turned out that I was also 
given a lot. I received friendship, community 
involvement and an overall warm feeling. I 
talked with many people and had a chance 
to get to know a little about each of them. 
This ministry is something I will always be 
grateful for and, God willing, I will get this 
opportunity again." — J.G. 



Happy Birthday, Jesus 

"Ever since I was a child, I've seen The 
Salvation Army collect donations at 
Christmastime. It always felt good to give 
to the Army and to have my children run 
up to a kettle and put in some loose change. 
This year I was on the other end, watching 
people from the community come and sup- 
port the Army. Many of them seemed so 
happy to donate. As they put their money 
into the kettle I thanked them and said, 
'Happy birthday, Jesus!' Often they would 
respond in the same manner with a smile 
on their faces. It touched my heart to see 
children of all ages supporting this worthy 
cause and helping others in need. Thank 
you, Salvation Army, for allowing me to 
take part in such a humbling and spiritual 
experience." — CM. 
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A nother time, on a 
y^l\ break from my kettle 

r ■ ^V shift, I went inside 
the grocery store to warm up. 
Since I wasn't there to shop, I 
wandered by the display at the 
deli counter. When the worker 
offered to help me, I told her I 
was just admiring the food. But 
the thought struck me — what 
must it be like to only be able 
to admire the food and never 
afford to buy any of it? It was 
something I'll never forget, 
as it directly related to why I 
was there at the store, receiv- 
ing donations to help people 
in need. 

Often on my kettle shifts 
I've encountered people who 
seem to go out of their way to 
avert their eyes. I've sometimes 
wondered, What would it be like 
to have to ask for money or food all 
the time, not just at Christmas? 

If you're reading this and 
want an experience that will 
give you a story or two of 
your own to share, why not 
call your local corps or min- 
istry unit and see if they have 
a kettle shift you can do? You're 
sure to gain a new perspective, 
both on those who are being 
helped by the donations and 
those whose giving helps the 
Army do its good work. 




Bucketf uls of Service 

by Envoy Gary S.Johnson, Corps Officer, Langley, B.C. 



Each Christmas, The Salvation Army 
in Langley, B.C., works alongside the 
Kiwanis Club. Part of this arrange- 
ment includes having a group of people 
with special needs do shifts on our kettles. 
This program is designed to give these indi- 
viduals work experience and to break down 
some of their inhibitions in participating in 
community life. 

Last year my wife and I were attending 
a community Christmas event on a Sunday 
afternoon when my cellphone rang. I quickly 
turned it off, but when I checked it after the 
event, I heard a message that a Salvationist 
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had witnessed someone working a kettle 
at Costco on this Sunday afternoon. The 
Salvationist indicated that it looked odd that 
the kettle worker had a white bucket on the 
Salvation Army kettle stand. When I went to 
Costco, there was no one there and the kettle 
stand was back in its proper location waiting 
for the next shift on Monday. I surmised that 
we probably had been scammed. 

On Monday afternoon I was standing in 
the front lobby of the Army hall. I looked up 
to see one of the people with special needs 
walking toward the office with his supervisor 
and a white bucket. The man said that he 



was very sorry for working on a Sunday and 
admitted that he was not authorized to be 
at the kettle. 

It turns out that he had been shopping 
at Costco and noticed no one was manning 
the kettle. He went home, got a white bucket, 
came back and stood by the kettle for two- 
and-a-half hours, collecting about $400. It 
looked normal to most people because he had 
his Salvation Army identification badge and 
he thought everything was OK. We graciously 
thanked him for his extra work and were 
amazed at his commitment to the cause. 





Personal Reflections 






Infant Holy 



The Christmas story reminds us of the miracle 
of the Incarnation 

Commissioner William W. Francis, Territorial Commander 




It all began with a tiny 
infant. Not just any 
child. This was a unique 
baby — an "infant holy" — 
God himself being gently 
placed in a smelly cattle stall. It 
was humility personified and, 
indeed, a great mystery — an 
event so miraculous that it is 
beyond our comprehension. 
During this beautiful sea- 
son, we sing Christmas carols 
that touch people's hearts. 
The origin of the carol Infant 
Holy, published in 1908, is 
unknown. Yet when married 
with the traditional Polish mel- 
ody, it resonates deeply within 
the human heart. The blend- 
ing of the simple lyrics with 
the haunting melody speaks 
to the profound truth of the 
Incarnation. 

Infant holy, infant lowly, 
For his bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels 

singing, 
Noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds 

keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 
Tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from 

sorrow, 
Praises voicing, greet the 

morrow: 
Christ the babe was born 

for you. 

Christ came in the form of 
a baby to announce that he is 
Lord of all. Together with the 
angels, we instinctively want 
to celebrate his birth. 

Christmas is a wonderful 




What does the 

Christ Child really 

want from us this 

Christmas? 



time of the year. Some, how- 
ever, due to circumstances 
of life, find it very difficult. 
The carol encourages us all to 
rejoice, to be "free from sor- 
row," for the Lord has come 
to bring healing to a broken 
world and comfort to those 
who mourn. Therefore we 
can all give praise, for tomor- 
row is a new day. We are able 
to "greet the morrow" with 
anticipation because of the 
assurance of Christ's presence 
within us. How, then, can we 
share this glorious truth this 
Christmas? 



Give OurTime 

Christmas offers many oppor- 
tunities to volunteer our time 
in helping others. This might 
mean manning a Christmas 
kettle to raise money for those 
in need or serving a Christmas 
dinner to those who are hun- 
gry. It could mean packing 
food hampers or sorting toys 
to bring a sparkle of joy to 
the face and heart of a young 
child Christmas morning. It's 
a time when we must think 
less of our own comfort, our 
own receiving, and focus on 
bringing happiness to others. 
"Noels ringing." 

Give OurTalent 

Many think that talents are for 
those who can perform — the 
musician, the public speaker, 
the up-front person. But God 
has given to all of us various 
gifts and talents. Some are eas- 
ily seen by others, yet many 



live out their talents and gifts 
behind the scenes. Maybe 
it's the ability to pick up or 
deliver Christmas kettles, or 
to give our talent in the mon- 
etary sense. Or it could be 
as simple as cooking a meal, 
baking for the elderly, cleaning 
someone's house or babysitting 
for a single mom. There are 
so many things we can do in 
the name of the Christ Child 
to help relieve the daily stress 
placed on others. You may 
have never thought of these 
deeds as talents or gifts, yet 
what a wonderful time of year 
to share what we do have and 
bring joy to others. "Tidings 
bringing." 

Give Ourselves 

The last verse of the beautiful 
carol In the Bleak Mid-Winter 
asks the question: "What 
can I give him?" What does 
the Christ Child really want 
from us this Christmas, and 
all the days to follow? The 
carol answers the question 
in the very last line: "Give 
him my heart." Yes, we can 
give our time and talents. But 
most important is the giving 
of ourselves to him who is 
King of kings and Lord of 
lords. This is what God wants, 
above all. 

Scripture tells us that "the 
Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us" (John 
1:14). This Infant Holy — Jesus 
Christ — became part of us. 
How wonderful to know that 
he was born for me and for 
you! Could we ask for any- 
thing better than this? 

My wife and I take this 
opportunity to wish God's rich 
blessing upon each one of you 
this Christmas season. § 
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Any article on 
ethical shop- 
ping has to say 
at the outset 
that our current shopping pat- 
terns are destructive. But this is 
obvious. I would add that it's 
our consumer mentality that 
is killing us. 

The challenge is to break 
free from the notion that we 
are individual spending units, 
which is how most economists 
and retailers see us. The script 
is too narrow: wake up, drive 
in traffic, work at an unfulfill- 
ing job, make money, go shop- 
ping, buy things to make us 
happy for a while, repeat. This 
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breaks our connection to other 
souls around the globe and 
separates us from the natural 
world. 

This is why 1 was part of 
a group that started a cam- 
paign several years ago called 
Buy Nothing Christmas. Most 
people automatically think this 
means I practise a give noth- 
ing Christmas, assuming that 
if you don't buy Christmas 
gifts you have nothing to give 
people. 

See? That's how the con- 
sumer mentality works. If you 
don't buy something, you don't 
have anything to give. But each 
of us has something to give 



that is both enlivening for us 
and sustainable for the econ- 
omy and environment. 

We can give of our ability 
to bake a cake, cook a meal, 
look after children, make a 
photo album, sew, work with 
wood, record a song, write a 
story, plan a celebration, darn 
socks, make jam, can peaches. 
With some practice and an 
injection of fresh ideas, we can 
shift from being "consumers" 
to being "conservers" or "pro- 
ducers." 

Freedom for All 

We live with a near-total dom- 
ination of the consumer men- 



tality in our society. It structures 
our economy and biases virtu- 
ally all of the information in 
the media. The Church is in 
a unique position because of 
its non-commercial roots and 
justice-oriented Leader to offer 
a prophetic word to this cul- 
ture. It speaks the language 
of an alternative conscious- 
ness where there is justice 
and freedom for all, includ- 
ing, for example, the workers 
who make t-shirts and jeans 
in clothing factories in far-off 
lands. 

My understanding of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is that 
it affects both the human 
heart and the structure of the 
human community. This gos- 
pel is decidedly critical of our 
current social and economic 
system in which our main 
duty is to go shopping. This 
same gospel is also energizing, 
calling us to new patterns of 
living. These new patterns will 
of course be more difficult. But 
with the difficulty also comes 
the promise that brings hope, 
provides new energy and elicits 
the song of praise. 

Ten Shopping 
Alternatives 

We can bring hope to the world 
as we modify our shopping 
habits. Because the established 
order maintains its oppression 
through the compliance of 
consumers, we can embody 
an alternative as we resist the 
typical consumer options and 
explore alternatives. Here are 
some of my suggestions: 

1. Make the item yourself. 
This simple act of self-reliance 
is heresy in a consumer soci- 
ety. For example, why would 
you make gifts for nieces and 
nephews (as I do for 18 kids 
each Christmas) when you 
could buy them cheaper at 
the store? So that you can 
avoid the standard consumer 
solution, which promotes the 
lowest possible wages and end- 
less desires. 

2. Find someone else to 
make it. As we turn to others 
and exchange talents, we 



build community and bypass 
a destructive economy. For 
example, 1 got two loaves of 
fresh brown bread as "pay- 
ment" for servicing the com- 
puters at a friend's place. 

3. Scrounge for items. 
Fetching things from the 
dumpster is repulsive to stan- 
dard consumers, who often 
defend an economic model 
premised upon waste. I have 
found treasures in the trash — 
wood for Christmas projects, 
a CD player for our stereo and 
expensive vacuum cleaners. 

4. Barter for items. This 
bypasses the need to buy 
new and can be a more local, 
accountable economic activity 
Some communities even have 
"barter bucks" or an equivalent. 

5. Buy things used. Nearly 
new, second-hand, pre-owned 
— it doesn't matter what you 
call it. When you buy things 
used, it keeps goods in circula- 
tion longer. 

6. Research the company. 
Look for poor labour rela- 
tions, loose environmental 



protection standards, toxicity 
of materials. Then report prob- 
lems in a letter to the store or 
manufacturer. For assistance, 
look up "ethical shopping" on 



the Internet. 

7. Buy local and regional 
goods. Seek out and pay extra 
for items made locally. This 
supports neighbours, mini- 




mizes transportation needs and 
decreases demand for offshore 
products. 

8. Pursue fair trade. Choose 
items from producers who pay 
workers a fair, or at least a liv- 
ing, wage. Look for fair-trade 
labels; read them carefully, 
research as needed. 

9. Unbrand. Be mindful of 
the role brands play; they pro- 
mote status based on appear- 
ance. Consider taking off or 
covering up labels on items 
you buy. Defacing labels is an 
overt acknowledgment of the 
inordinate role they play in our 
lives and in the marketplace. 

10. Grace and complexity. 
Recognize there's no clean solu- 
tion in this inter-connected, 
global economy, but we should 
each do what we can. § 

Aiden Enns is the publisher 
of Geez magazine 
and a co-jounder oj 
BuyNothingChristmas.org. 
He lives in Winnipeg and 
can be reached at aiden® 
geezmagazine.org 



Oshawa Temple 
125th Anniversary 

April 17-19 

Led by Commissioners William W. 
and Marilyn D. Francis 
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Friday 6 p.m. — Celebration 
Dinner (Tickets $20) 

7 p.m. — Youth Presentation 

Saturday 7 p.m. — Celebration 
Program: Oshawa Temple 
History 

Sunday 11 a.m. — Holiness 
Meeting and Soldier Enrolment 
(followed by luncheon and 
cutting of anniversary cake) 

2 p.m. — Musicale 

Former officers, soldiers and 

friends are invited to attend or 

send greetings to 

570 Thornton Road North, 

Oshawa ON L1J 6T6 or e-mail 

125@oshawa-temple.org 



Announcing 

Edmonton Temple Band's 

100th Anniversary Celebrations 

and Alumni Reunion 

May 1 5-1 8 

Guests: Majors Norman and Lois Garcia 

Former band members contact: SAETBand@gmail.com 



Join us in celebration 
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St. Catharines Corps/ 

May 16-17 



With Commissioners William W. 
and Marilyn D. Francis 

400 Niagara Street, St. Catharines ON L2M 7N5 
E-mail: stcath 1 25@live.ca 
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My Perspective 



Visions from God 



Jesus is leading indigenous people into liberation and freedom from the 
pangs of poverty, deprivation and control by others 

by Captain Shari Russell, Corps Officer, Weetamah Corps, Winnipeg, and Territorial Aboriginal Ministries Liaison, THQ Corps Ministries 




H 



ave you ever had a vision 
from God? Not just a wish or 
a dream, but an actual vision 
that God placed in your heart 
and mind? Sometimes we are blind to 
visions; other times we miss the experience 
of being part of the fulfilment of them. 

From September 9-18, I was blessed 
to experience a vision being fulfilled as 
1 attended the seventh World Christian 
Gathering for Indigenous People held in 
Israel. From the four corners of the world, 
indigenous people were welcomed by our 
Jewish Israeli hosts to gather in the Holy 
Land. 

The opening ceremony took place 
at the Port of Jaffa, near Tel Aviv. As a 
traditional canoe from the Pacific West 
Coast of Canada sought permission to 
come ashore, the Canadian paddlers were 
greeted by our hosts who sang in Hebrew. 
Responses came from a multitude of people 
in a variety of languages and traditions. 
There was joyful singing and dancing as 
a vast array of colours and regalia filled 
the port. After the canoe landed, we trav- 
elled up a narrow street to the Old City of 
Joppa. On the way up, a sign for Simon the 
Tanner's House caught my eye (see Acts 
10). In humble adoration I stood silently 
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as the significance of this moment over- 
whelmed me. Simon the Tanner . . . Joppa 
... it was all coming together for me. 

The vision recorded in Acts 10 chal- 
lenged Peter's understanding of clean 
and unclean. Just as Peter struggled with 
what he believed was unclean and clean 
in his cultural context, indigenous people 
throughout the world have also struggled 
with understanding their culture. For cen- 
turies, we indigenous people have been 
taught that there was something inher- 
ently "unclean" about our dances, regalia, 
traditions and culture. It has only been in 
recent years that we have found freedom in 
the Spirit to allow indigenous expressions 



in our worship. 

As I watched indigenous people from 
all corners of the world climb this nar- 
row street in Joppa, I realized this was a 
tangible fulfilment of Peter's vision. We 
freely worshipped in traditional regalia, 
with traditional music and dance using 
traditional customs. We echoed the words 
of Monte Ohia, former leader of the Maori 
Party of Aotearoa/New Zealand: 

"There is a new wave reaching the 
shores of the Christian and non-Christian 
worlds. The wave is in the form of the 
sounds, dances and other expressions of 
the indigenous people that are dedicated 
to Jesus Christ. From the heart, indigenous 
people are declaring themselves as follow- 
ers of Jesus. He is our warrior leader, the 
one leading us into true liberation and 
freedom from the pangs of poverty, dep- 
rivation and control by others. The Lord 
is teaching us to stand in the identity that 
he has created for us." 

I believe that God will continue to give 
us visions of what he wants to do as his 
gospel of reconciliation reaches all people. 
These visions will challenge our thoughts 
and beliefs as they did for Peter. There 
may be opposition along the way as we 
endeavour to do new things, but my prayer 
is that we will be part of the fulfilment of 
these visions. 

This article originally appeared on 
Salvationist ca as a blog column. To read 
more of Captain Shari Russell's blogs, 
or our other columnists, please visit 
Salvationist, calblog 
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Just Between Us 



No Longer the Same 

How one tiny Baby changed the world 

by Major Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



There was no panic, no scream- 
ing. We just watched while my 
daughter walked slowly up and 
down the hallway of the hospi- 
tal's maternity wing. There we were — the 
midwife, my husband and me, and the rest 
of the family — all patiently awaiting the 
arrival of the new addition to our clan. 

"Her brow is furrowed," said the mid- 
wife. "She must be in transition." We all 
smiled. My daughter agreed it was time. 



and our femininity help us understand her. 
Even women who have never given birth 
appreciate the joy of a newborn child. 

I've been privileged to be at the 
deliveries of all six of my grandchildren. 
Although I've been anxious to hold them 
and cuddle them as soon as they're born, 
there is something else that happens 
when I'm there. All I can think about 
is my babies, my daughters — not their 
babies! Strange, isn't it? We never stop 




Through our own experience, the miracle of 
Christ's birth still touches us today 



Into the room we went and before long — 
with no fuss, no muss, just a little yell 
followed by a long sigh of relief — we 
welcomed our newest grandchild into 
the world. 

I often imagine that is how it was for 
Mary. Yet I know it's not realistic. Still, 
the story never grows old for me. I don't 
think it does for any woman. Somehow we 
connect with Mary. Our shared experience 



being mothers. While everyone else is 
off to see the new little one, there I am, 
making sure my daughter is comfortable, 
holding her hand and stroking her brow, 
waiting with her afterwards while she gets 
ready to hold and feed her newborn child 
for the first time. This maternal instinct 
can be very strong. 

I wonder who was there for Mary. We 
all know what men can be like in the deliv- 



ery room. One father I know never put 
down the video camera! I love it when 
my husband is there for support, but I 
also like having another woman around. 
Was a woman there for Mary? Someone to 
understand and guide her through her first 
delivery? She was so young, probably just 
a teenager. Here she was among strangers, 
in a strange place, giving birth to her first 
child. The conditions were unsanitary. 
They were surrounded by farm animals. 
Would Joseph have known what to do? 
He was a carpenter. His was a world of 
rough hands, hard work and dirt. 

What a contrast to today. We give birth 
in sanitary hospitals with doctors, nurses 
or midwives to help us. Usually there is a 
husband or family member there for sup- 
port. Even for those who have no one else, 
labour-room nurses and social workers 
help fill in the gaps. 

When our latest grandchild was born, 
the family came to visit. We marvelled at 
how tiny she was — her little hands and 
feet so perfect. The other children were 
surprised at the big round eyes looking at 
them, taking everything in. Spellbound, 
they checked out every detail. 

People came to visit Mary, too — shep- 
herds, Wise Men from the East. When 
they encountered this Baby, they knew. 
At the temple, Simeon and Anna knew. 
They could tell this was the One, the long- 
awaited Messiah who had been foretold. 

One tiny Baby changed the world. God 
with us — Emmanuel. And the miracle of 
that birth still touches us today. We see 
just a small glimpse of it when we experi- 
ence the birth of a baby. We experience 
it when we receive life — new birth — in 
Jesus' name. 

This time of year we look around and 
see all the tinsel and the hustle and bustle 
of the season. Some think it is commer- 
cialism. But it reminds me that something 
special is taking place. For those who love 
the Lord, we know what that is. It reminds 
us of that day so long ago, when a Baby 
was born and the world was no longer 
the same. 
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It's a Guarantee 

The Gifts of Hope program is making a difference 



Since October 2007, the Gifts of 
Hope program has provided a 
simple way for Salvationists and 
friends of The Salvation Army to 
support needy children, families and com- 
munities around the world. Rather than 
buying conventional gifts for Christmas or 
other special occasions, Salvationists can 
purchase goats, mosquito nets, medical 
supplies or other gifts of hope on behalf 
of a friend or family member. 

"We have been very pleased with 
the response so far," says Major Gillian 
Brown, associate director of world mis- 
sions. "We've marketed the Gifts of Hope 
campaign each October, anticipating that 
people would utilize the program in their 
Christmas gift-giving. We expect to see 
greater support and interest as the program 
continues." 

The Gifts of Hope marketing materials 
say that they are "guaranteed to make a 
big difference." That's a strong statement. 
Here are some reports to back it up. 



by John McAlister, Associate Editor, Salvationist 




Water in Liberia 



Without water, there is no life. 
That's why The Salvation Army 
is creating new wells and 
rehabilitating old ones in Liberia. 




The community of Ganta does not 
have a well for safe drinking water. The 
people get their water from a nearby river, 
which means they frequently get sick with 
typhoid and diarrhea. In 
order to assist them, the 
local Salvation Army corps 
has organized a commun- 
ity group that will manage 
the use and maintenance of 
a well. With the support of 
the Gifts of Hope program, 
the people of Ganta will 
be able to afford its con- 
struction. Each family is 
expected to contribute a 
small payment weekly to 
ensure sustainability 

In Mount Coffee, the 
community has started dig- 
ging a well, and will need 
to dig further to a depth 



of 12 metres to ensure they get clear and 
clean water. The Salvation Army corps has 
partnered with the tribal leader and other 
community members to establish a plan 
to maintain and secure the well. At a cost 
of $3,200 USD to cement the well and 
establish a hand pump, it would be impos- 
sible for the Mount Coffee community to 
complete this project. Through the Gifts 
of Hope program, The Salvation Army is 
making the impossible possible. 

The William Booth Elementary and 
High School has an empty well. At nine 
metres deep, it sits dry and useless, and 
without the money to dig further, the com- 
munity is unable to access much-needed 
water. The Gifts of Hope program is part- 
nering with the school to rehabilitate the 
well to benefit its students and families in 
the community. 

At a cost of only $30, the gift of water is 
an affordable way to give the gift of life. 
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Livestock in Tanzania 



In Tanzania, livestock such as cows and 
goats are a source of income and nutri- 
tion. But for those living in poverty, 
livestock are a luxury few can afford. 

For $300, the Gifts of Hope program 
can purchase a cow that will be shared 
by one or more families. Some of these 
cows will be dairy, providing milk for per- 
sonal consumption and perhaps sold for 
revenue. Within a dairy-cattle scheme, 
additional members of the community 
can benefit when the cows breed and their 
offspring are distributed. 

More frequently, cows are used for 
farming purposes. "Through the Gifts of 
Hope campaign, the Koleli Corps, Serengeti 
District, was able to obtain an oxen-driven 
plough," says Frederick Urembo, projects 
officer, Tanzania. "This cattle project is now 
supporting the community to expand their 
gardening and farming activities." 

A goat for a family costs $40. Goats 
provide milk and meat for families and are 
easy to care for and breed. The Salvation 



Army in Tanzania has assisted 2,000 people 
through its goat-banking scheme, which 
helps families keep their goats in a com- 
munity setting. 

"Through this program the daily 
income of poor rural community mem- 
bers has increased, the nutritional status 
of family members has improved and the 
residues collected from goats have been 
used to fertilize vegetable gardens," says 
Urembo. 

"In partnership with the Canada and 
Bermuda Territory, we have been able 
to provide basic training skills, facilities 
and goats for poor rural families in order 
to establish sustainable goat-banking 
schemes," he says. "Every family selected 
for the scheme is required to construct 
a goat-keeping hut using local materials 
by applying the knowledge given during 
the training sessions. This confirms their 
commitment to the program and ensures 
sustainability" 




Education in Malawi 



In Malawi, a child needs a uniform, 
pen, paper and books to attend school. 
Due to poverty and the HIV/AIDS pan- 
demic, many orphans and vulnerable chil- 
dren do not have the resources necessary 
to get an education. A gift of $40 ensures 
that a child has all the basics. 

"Through the direct assistance of the 
Gifts of Hope program, 100 orphans 
and vulnerable children received school 



uniforms and were encouraged to go to 
school," says Major Godfrey Payne, officer 
commanding, Malawi. 

"In addition, the Gifts of Hope program 
has supported and strengthened 30 kids' 
clubs through the provision of scholastic 
materials," says Major Payne. "With 1,018 
children on the roll, we have seen an aver- 
age monthly attendance of 10,000. As 
well, 300 local leaders and 30 volunteer 




teachers received training in managing 
and operating the kids' clubs." 

The kids' clubs offer educational sup- 
port, psychosocial counselling and com- 
munity fellowship. Without this program, 
many of the children would fall prey to 
illegal or harmful activities. Instead, they 
are developing their psychological and 
social capacity and growing into respon- 
sible citizens. "The kids' clubs are a turning 
point for our children and the community 
as we can see the bright future in them," 
says a leader of the Thyolo kids' club. 

With greater support from Canadian 
and Bermudian Salvationists, The Salvation 
Army in Malawi can assist more children 
and give them a brighter future. 

"Our school was struggling to death 
and ready to close," says a volunteer 
teacher from Nguludi School. "But when 
the support of the Gifts of Hope came 
to us, the school and our kids' club was 
resurrected and now we can serve our 
children effectively." 

For more information about the Gifts of 
Hope program, please visit salvationarmy. 
ca/giftsofhope 
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Officer Insight 




I have been involved with 
The Salvation Army all 
of my life, and at times 
wonder what life is like 
outside the Army. Over the 
years I have been a Sunday 
school teacher, student fellow- 
ship member, youth volunteer, 
corps treasurer and corps ser- 
geant-major, and for the past 
10 years have worked as a 
Salvation Army employee. 

Upon reflection, there have 
been some constants that have 
affected my own growth and 
development. In addition to the 
influence of my parents, I will 
be forever in debt to the dedi- 
cated volunteers in the various 
corps programs in which I grew 
up. I am also indebted to my 
co-workers in the finance 
department. 

Through every stage of 
life, I have greatly respected 
and admired Salvation Army 
officers and have been grateful 
for their leadership and dis- 
cipleship. In my early years, 
attending a very small corps, 
the officers took a special inter- 
est in me, nurtured me and 
were examples that inspired 
me to greater commitment 
and service. Without them and 
others who have influenced my 
spiritual development over the 
years, I wonder what path my 
life would have taken. 



Bucking the Trend 

In a "me first" world, Salvation Army officers give 
sacrif icially to respond to those in need 

by Arnold Adey, Assistant Financial Secretary, THQ Finance Department 



Since becoming an Army 
employee, I have had the good 
fortune to work closely with 
certain officers. I have been 
impressed with their ability 
to go a step beyond the daily 
routine of office administra- 
tion and always be ready to 
demonstrate their Christian 
conviction and sense of mis- 
sion. Often they have done this 
outside the boundaries of their 
specified appointment. 

It seems to me that the 
concept of Salvation Army 
officership has come 
under attack in recent 
years. Today, it is often 
seen as a second-class 
calling, with people 
focusing more on the 
negatives rather than the 
positives. Yet the oppor- 
tunities of being a catalyst 
for change in people's lives 
can bring unpreced- Wjl 
ented rewards. I can Md 
only dream of those m\ 
opportunities. 

I am reminded 
of Paul's words in 
Romans 12:4-8, where 
he writes, "For just as each 
of us has one body with many 
members, and these members 
do not all have the same func- 
tion, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the 



others. We have dif- 
ferent gifts, accord- 
ing to the grace given 
to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accord- 
ance with your faith; if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; if it is 
to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if 
it is giving, then 



We each 

have a finite 

amount of 

time to fulfil 

\God's calling 

in our 

lives 



give generously; if it is to lead, 
do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully." 

Some people take hold of 
one gift and use it to the full- 
est. I remember a welcome 




sergeant who used her 
gifts of conversation and 
encouragement in 
such a positive 
manner that I still 
think of her influ- 
ence 25 years later. 
We each have a part to play 
and, from my observation, 
many officers are adept at 
juggling a number of gifts 
in various ministry situa- 
tions. In today's environment 
of greedy corporate executives 
and "me first" philosophies, 
I am thankful for the many 
officers who buck that trend 
and fulfil a vocation based on 
a sense of God's calling and in 
response to a world in need of 
caring and salvation. 

I have been thinking of the 
lyrics of the song Seasons oj 
Love from the musical Rent: 
"Five hundred twenty-five 
thousand six hundred min- 
utes. How do you measure, 
measure a year?" The words 
remind me that we each have 
a finite amount of time to ful- 
fil God's calling in our lives. 
For some, it may be through 
Salvation Army officership. For 
others, it may mean being an 
example for Christ in their 
work environment or volun- 
teering on a weekly soup run 
to the inner city. Whatever it is, 
the clock is ticking .... 
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General Sb£tw Clifton calls us to follow the example of the* 
^y seeking and worshipping the newborn King 



isdom is a precious 



V V is rare. Have you 
noticed that during the high 
celebration seasons of the 
year it becomes even more 
rare? It all depends on how 
you celebrate events like 
birthdays, wedding anniver- 
saries, retirements, sporting 
occasions or the great annual 
religious festivals. 

Christmas is perhaps the 
most famous such religious 
festival. How strange it is 
that so many folk mark it in 
a way that is totally empty of 
Christ, the one whose birth 
is being remembered. Wise, 
truly joyful celebration does 
not go hand in hand with 
shallowness or with rowdy 
inebriation. 



Wise men and women 
prepare with carefulness for 
Christmas. The Advent ("The 
Coming") season, covering 
the four weeks leading up 
to Christmas, provides this 
opportunity. Week by week, 
in our reading of Scripture 
or in our worship, we can go 
gradually deeper and deeper 
into the wonder of God's plan 
to give us a Saviour, so that 



I love to read in the 
Scriptures about the Wise 
Men (sometimes called the 
Magi) who travelled a long 
and hard road to Bethlehem 
to find our Saviour Jesus in 
the moments after his birth. 
In the second chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel we have a 
clear account of their involve- 
ment. We see how their wis- 
dom was used bv God. 



The Wise Men travelled a long 

and hard road to Bethlehem to find 

our Saviour Jesus in the moments 

after his birth 



when Christmas Day arrives 
we again have a firm grasp of 
" le miraculous depth of 
t all. A Saviour for my 
I! A Saviour for 
my sinful self! 
A Saviour to 
befriend and 
aide me all 
y life long! 
Now that is cause 
or celebration! 



order to worship him. That 
was wise. They refused to 
give up despite the hardness 
of the journey. That was wise. 
They sensed instinctively 
that this unique birth was 
a cause for joyfulness. That 
was wise. Thev offered the 



by the evil intentions of King 
Herod. That was wise. Instead 
they responded obediently 
to divine guidance. That was 



Can each of us this 
Christmas be wise in similar 
ways? How wonderful that 
we can be wise men or wise 
women or wise young people 
in offering to the Saviour our 
most precious gifts of love 
and service all our davs, and 



of his Holy Spirit we can in 
glad obedience answer his call 
to be his loyal disciples. 

A happy and blessed 
Christmas and new year to 
vou all. 




cious things. That was wise. 
Thev refused to be deceived 



General Shaw Clifton is 
the world leader of 
The Salvation Army 
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Renewal and rejoicing mark divisional" 
j congress in Toronto*] 

by Peter J. Restivo, PR/Media Connection] 

V i 





Uniforms were everywhere! 
From the Toronto lakefront to 
the Rogers Centre, from City 
Hall to the Eaton Centre, from 
the downtown theatre district to the cor- 
ner of Yonge and Dundas — centrepiece of 
the city's successful downtown retail and 
entertainment regeneration project — The 
Salvation Army made its presence known in 
a big way "I haven't seen so many people in 
uniform since last Remembrance Day," said 
one Friday morning commuter dashing 
past the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, 
site of the Harvest of Hope Congress. 

The Thanksgiving weekend event, 
October 10-12, was not simply a con- 
ference. It was a gathering of delegates 
from wide-ranging regions of Ontario 
Central-East Division to renew the joy of 
serving and find new ways to meet what 
Commissioner William W Francis, ter- 
ritorial commander, termed "the greatest 
Salvation Army challenge of all." 

Winning the Victory 

Thousands of Salvationists and friends of 
the Army attended the congress for music, 
devotion, meals, fun-loving fellowship, 
14 workshops and two outdoor events 
during the weekend. 

In his Friday morning officers' councils 
address, Commissioner William Francis 
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discussed recruitment and retention as 
important Army issues. "Yet the greatest 
challenge to The Salvation Army," he said, 
"is unity." Using a military metaphor, the 
commissioner emphasized that victories are 
won because of critical mass. "The critical 
mass of the Army is our strength," he told 
the crowded meeting hall. "There are many 
voices but one Salvation Army wins the 
victory over evil. There is always a risk 



that too many voices become factions." 
The commissioner counselled that there is 
unity in diversity, that views ranging from 
traditionalist to seeker-sensitive to radical 
to neo-salvationist are all important and 
well-respected. Citing Psalm 133:1 — "How 
good and pleasant it is when God's people 
live together in unity" — he led a prayer for 
the mission of the Army. 

The "victory" theme was echoed in 




Sunday morning's stunning hour-long 
presentation by Toronto Argonauts CEO 
and Hall of Famer Michael "Pinball" 
Clemons. "Coaches don't win football 
games," Clemons said. "Players win foot- 
ball games, and 'team' is the basis of every 
win. It's the basis of humanity." 

Clemons cited the Argos' 2004 Grey 
Cup win as a victory of attitude and team- 
work, telling those gathered that quarter- 
back Damon Allen got it right the morning 
of the big game when he looked every 
player in the face and said, "I'm playing 
this game for you." It was his way of stat- 
ing that every player needed to play for 
his team as a unit. The Argos 27-19 win 
over the B.C. Lions and Allen's MVP award 
that year proved his point. 

"The Salvation Army has already won 
the victory," Clemons said, "because 
Christ died for us and all we have to do 
is carry the message. But it takes a vigi- 
lant team every day because the devil is 
very busy" 

Race to the Mission 

Busy is exactly what Harvest of Hope youth 
were, starting with Friday night's Club 
Salvo, a teen party with music, games, 
guest speaker and worship. But it was 
Saturday's Go TO. Race to the Mission, an 
Amazing Race-like relay featuring detours, 
roadblocks, treasure hunt-like clues and 
surprises at every corner of Toronto's 
downtown streets that had participants 
energized. Teens in teams ran to the Eaton 
Centre food court, for example, to find 
their next instruction on the back of a 
Mrs. Fields' cookie. "A great race," said 
runner Fiona O'Neill. "I love the food 



"There are many 

voices but one 

Salvation Army wins 

the victory over evil" 



- Commissioner 
William W. Francis 



court, love the cookies, love my friends, 
love the Lord." 

The relay race was fun but it was also 
an experience in facing challenges, know- 
ing that you can only win as a team. "It 
really tested the young people's ability to 
work together, solve problems and stretch 
their faith," said Kevin Slous, youth venue 
co-ordinator. 

Outdoor Outreach 

Saturday's warm autumn temperatures 
and blue skies provided Bandmaster Geoff 
Norton's 40-member Heritage Brass (for- 
merly Ontario Central Reservist Band) a 
perfect day for mounting the bandstand 
at City Hall's Nathan Phillips Square. 
The group played a concert of crowd- 
pleasers including 76 Trombones; The 
Radetzky March; Deep River; Holy, Holy, 
Holy and the much-loved Amazing Grace. 
The march Montreal Citadel was appre- 
ciated by Montreal visitors Sarah and 
Richard Provost and daughter, Deborah. 
Salvationists from Cuba, on hand to join 
in the weekend festivities, also turned out 
for the occasion. 




Major June Steenburgh of Cornwall, 
Ont., said, "I'm glad to be here. I know 
God is here and God is real. The music 
and the whole event really make us feel 
we are one and united." 

Captain John Murray, divisional secre- 
tary for public relations and development 
and chairman of the congress planning 
committee, commented, "There's some- 
thing important happening for everyone. 
And nearly all events have been planned 
around meaningful worship, practical 
learning opportunities, and joyful renewal 
of mind and spirit." 

Rallies and Exhibits 

Chief among weekend events were the 
women's and men's rallies, retired officers' 
dinner and an exhibition hall featuring 
a wide range of presenters including a 
book signing with Commissioner Dudley 
Coles and a visit with a genuine Army 
biker "gang." 
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Major Calvin Collins, corps officer of 
West Hill Community Church, was the 
man with the Honda Valkyrie, known for 
attracting crowds at bike rallies around 
the province. "I guess you could call us 
'Heaven's Angels,' " he said, "but we're 
just a group of Army officers and friends 
who don't mind attracting a little attention 
from the hundred thousand or so that 
turn up at an annual biker rally in Port 
Perry, Ont. It's another chance through a 
unique ministry to get the good word out, 
especially to young people." 

Lt-Colonel Ruth Crezo and Major Maria 
Yepez, visiting with a group of women 
Salvationists from Mexico, launched the 
women's rally with a prayer in Spanish and 
English. In her high-energy, 40-minute 
presentation, Commissioner Marilyn D. 
Francis, territorial president of women's 
ministries, brought the group to both 
applause and laughter. Quoting a lyric 
from Janis Joplin's hit tune, Me and Bobby 
McGee — "Freedom is just another word 
for nothin' left to lose" — she declared that 
a totally committed, focused and united 
Salvation Army is free to win the battle 
and achieve the mission because, unlike 
any other organization, it is free to act 
quickly and decisively against the worst 
of human conditions. 

Simultaneously at the men's rally, 
Christian dramatist Jason Hildebrand per- 
formed his one-man show, Life of David, a 
unique theatrical performance breathing 
new life into the classic story of David 
and Goliath. 

Messages of Hope 

Congress messages were simple, direct 
and clear. Lt-Colonel Donald Copple, 
chief secretary, said it right at the start: 
"We are here to provide light for today, to 
give strength when peril surrounds us, to 
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stand up, to rebound, 
to forgive. We can do 
everything through 
Christ." Those mes- 
sages carried through 
every event, every 
day. 

At the closing 
luncheon following 
the Sunday morning 
service, "Pinball" 
Clemons mesmer- 
ized the audience with a reminder to keep 
things simple. "Children can understand 
the Scriptures," he said. "It's scholars who 
have the problems. We reap what we sow. 
Let us not grow weary doing good. Treat 
God's people well. Live like you have the 
victory. Did you ever notice there are no 

"Let us not grow 

weary doing good. 

Live like you have 

the victory" 

- Toronto Argonauts CEO Michael 
"Pinball" Clemons 

heroes when times are good? It's adversity 
that reveals heroes." 

Clemons praised The Salvation Army 
for doing God's work and was joined at the 
podium by a tearful Commissioner Marilyn 
Francis. Admitting she was emotionally 
moved by the power of his words, she 
held him close as she prayed for Clemons 
and his wife, Diane. 

The three-day event was a blessing 
for young and old. One retired officer, 
Lt-Colonel Hugh Tilley, commented, 




"It's remarkable to see so many people 
here — old friends, new friends, just-get- 
ting-started friends, retiring friends — all 
renewing their energy for the work that we 
do and committing to one voice." 

Like The Salvation Army's motto, 
Giving Hope Today, Lt-Colonel Donald 
Copple suggested those assembled will 
always need a "light for today" to main- 
tain their mission focus. Referring to Acts 
13:15 — "Brothers, if you have a message 
of encouragement for the people, please 
speak" — he said, "Giving strength when 
evil abounds, being able to stand up, 
rebound and forgive, realizing we can do 
anything through him — this message is 
central to the 2008 congress and to our 
entire mission." § 

1. Commissioner William W. Francis speaks 
during officers' councils; 2.Mjr Floyd Tidd, 
DC, Ont. CE Div, welcomes congress 
delegates; 3. Carol Jaudes, centre, with 
members of the U.S.A. Eastern Territorial 
Arts Ministry team, who ministered 
throughout the weekend; 4. Children enjoy 
their own congress experience; 5. Cpt 
Danielle Strickland, a Canadian officer 
currently serving in Australia, leads 
worship in one of the main sessions; 
6. Heritage Brass in action, Nathan Phillips 
Square; 7. Club Salvo — Friday night youth 
event; 8. Toronto Argonauts CEO Michael 
"Pinball" Clemons at Sunday morning 
breakfast 
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The Gift of Presence 

Youth travel across North America to share in ministry 



by Clint Houlbrook, Editor, SendTheFire.ca 



Shopping for others can 
be tough. Finding the 
gift that's "just right" 
isn't easy. This past 
year, several Salvation Army 
young people travelled the 
continent and gave gifts that 
were not what you would 
expect. They gave the gift of 
their presence in places that 
needed them. A group from 
Mississauga, Ont., visited a 
children's home in Acapulco, 
Mexico. Teens from Milton, 
Ont., ministered at Harbour 
Light in Toronto, and youth 
from Grande Prairie, Alta., 
headed south to Ensenada, 
Mexico. Groups from Sussex, 
N.B., and Triton, N.L., rolled 
into Regent Park, Toronto, 
to work with people already 
serving at Corps 614. Here are 
some ways these teams shared 
the gift of their presence. 

Presence in Pain 

Being in physical pain can be 
depressing and emotionally 
overwhelming. The Mississauga 
crew gave the gift of their pres- 
ence by spending time in a 
Mexican hospital. Their eyes 
were opened as they saw the 
contrast between our Canadian 
hospitals and the Mexican 
one, in terms of the quality of 
equipment and conditions of 
the facility In Jesus' day, people 
were changed because of his 
presence in their pain. We can 
have a similar impact by fol- 
lowing his example. 

Presence in Community 

Streets and neighbourhoods 
can speak messages of despair 
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through things like broken 
vehicles and run-down build- 
ings and homes. The teams 
from Sussex and Triton shared 
their presence in Toronto's 
Regent Park. They brought 
messages of hope as they 
served food and beverages 
at a local cafe, took to the 
streets and cleaned up lit- 
ter, and talked and smiled 
with residents. They even 
left chalk messages on the 
sidewalk bringing words of 
encouragement about the joy, 
freedom, healing and peace 
found in Christ. 



Through their 
ministry, these 
young people 
learned about 
themselves, God, 
their faith and 
loving others 



Presence in Struggle 

Life has its share of struggles — 
homelessness, addictions, hun- 
ger, poverty. Following Jesus' 
example, we should be will- 
ing to step into other people's 
worlds by sharing in conversa- 
tion or coffee or simply play- 
ing together. The Mississauga 
team played basketball with 
young people at the children's 



home in Acapulco. The Grande 
Prairie team shared presence 
in poverty when they built 
a home for a single mom in 
Ensenada. They played games, 
talked and had fun with the 
children as well as making sure 
they were well fed. 

Through their ministry, 
these young people learned 
about themselves, God, their 
faith and loving others. Like 
them, we need to look for ways 



to give the gift of our presence 
all year long. Do you have that 
gift? Have you had the blessing 
of receiving it from someone? 
There are people in your com- 
munity who need it. Who will 
you give it to this Christmas 
and in the new year? 

To find our more about these 
trips visit SendTheFire.ca/ 
mexicoonfire and SendTheFire. 
caAovetoronto and listen to the 
podcast 




Ministering at a children's home and hospital in Acapulco, Mexico 
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All I Want for 



Is it really more blessed to give than 

to receive? Has our gitt-giving robbed 

Christmas ot its true meaning? 



Christmas 



In this Salvationist series, Captain Amy 
Reardon, Editor of Young Salvationist, 
U.S.A. National Headquarters, and Dr. 
James Read, Executive Director of The 
Salvation Army Ethics Centre in Winnipeg, 
dialogue about moral and ethical issues. 

Dear Jim, 

When I was growing up, 
my family had lavish 
Christmases. We had no 
extended family; everything 
came from Mom and Dad. 1 remember 
how my mother's eyes would shine as we 
opened our gifts. She loved to give. I'm 
not sure who received more 
pleasure: the givers or the 
recipients. Either way we 
were all pretty happy on 
Christmas Day. 

When I became a parent, 
I couldn't dream of doing 
anything "less" for my kids. 
Every December, I dragged 
my husband, Rob, from store 
to store. I was never sure I had 
enough, but for years I bought 
far too much. Eventually it 
began to grate on me that 
some items were given 
attention on Christmas 
Day and never seen again. 
So many gifts were received 
that the kids actually forgot 
about some of them within 
days. I grew tired of the waste, 
and more mindful of the needs 
of other people. 

My youngest son's teacher recently 
shared a Thomas Jefferson quote with 
me: "The greatest gift a parent can 
give a child is the gift of want." 
Though my children were spoiled 
at Christmas for many years, "want" 
has often been a familiar concept to 
them the rest of the year around! It 
seems to me (and Thomas Jefferson, appar- 
ently) that children are deprived when 
their every desire is quickly met. They miss 
out on the sense of joy when their longing 
is fulfilled, or the sense of accomplishment 
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when they have to work for something 
they really would like to have. 

I often think of the lines of a Stevie 
Wonder song: 

Then my only worry was for Christmas 

what would be my toy. 
Even though we sometimes would not 

get a thing, 
We were happy with the joy the day 

would bring. 
I've quoted that to my children. But to 
be honest, I'm just as challenged by it. I 
love to give, and I don't mind receiving a 
Christmas gift or two. Would I be happy 
with just the joy that Christmas brings? 
The glorious news of the Incarnation of 
Christ? 

Have we done ourselves a 
disservice by associating gift- 
giving with such a holy day? 
Or are the spiritual implica- 
tions of giving as God gave 
his Son an important part 
of the day? 

Amy 




Dear Amy, 

We've got to talk about the 
Incarnation and the "spirit- 
ual" aspects of gifts. But 
the part of your letter that 
really catches my attention is the psychol- 
ogy of gifts. It's fascinating, isn't it? And 
more complex than we realize. It's not all 
sweetness and light. 

From the receiver's side, you talk 
about pleasure, joy and happiness. But 
also fickleness and ingratitude. You could 
have added greed, anger, hurt and jealousy 
(Are you old enough to remember the 
Smothers Brothers, and Tommy's whine, 
"Mom always liked you best!"?) 

You remind me that the giver's psy- 
chology is complex, too. I can picture 
your mother delighting in your delight 
on Christmas morning. I've been there 
as a parent. Those are the times when 
Jesus doesn't need to prove that it's more 
blessed to give than to receive. They are 
great experiences. But as a parent who was 
also a child, I can also identify with the 
feeling that I need to compete with my 
parents by giving my kids more than my 
parents gave me. Surely that's not what the 
Apostle Paul had in mind when he said to 
outdo each other in doing good, is it? 

Then there are the "generous 

donors" whose motivation seems 

largely about getting their picture 

in the paper or getting naming 

rights on a big homeless shelter. 

If I were homeless I'd rather the 

billionaire gave out of self-interest 

than not at all, but still. . . . 

Much worse, there are those 

whose gifts demean or humiliate the 

recipients. I can still remember what 

it felt like, as a child, to be treated as 

a charity case. 

And let's talk about those gifts we give 

because they are "good for" the person we 

give them to. I hear what you're saying 

about the "gift of want," and I know you've 

got a point, but somehow a lump of coal 

in my stocking on Christmas morning 

would be hard to feel good about. It may 

teach me an important lesson, and it may 
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be what I merit, but is Christmas a time to 
be measuring what people deserve? 

Moses Maimonides was a brilliant 
medieval rabbi-physician-philosopher 
(affectionately nicknamed "Rambam"!). 
As Julie Salamon explains in her very read- 
able book on giving, Rambam's Ladder, it's 
the complexity of human psychology and 
our propensity to let sin distort the good 
of giving that led Maimonides to teach 
that gifts given anonymously — gifts in 
which the giver doesn't know who is on 
the receiving end and the receiver doesn't 
know who's on the giving end — are just 
about the highest form of gift exchange. I 
follow him. But still, that doesn't feel to me 
like the message of Christmas either. 

What do you think? What kind of gift 
was God giving at Bethlehem? 

Jim 

Dear Jim, 

Now that I think of it, God was 
giving a gift that made both 
himself and us happy. God 
surely celebrated because he 
knew what the Incarnation meant for us. 
In other words, he rejoiced on our behalf. 
I think my mother's Christmas joy is a little 
picture of God's joy over the gift he gave. 
She was practically giddy with anticipation 
as we unwrapped each gift, waiting to see 
our reactions. She was happy because she 
knew their gifts would make us happy. 
Wouldn't you guess that God's heart was 
full on that first Christmas day, knowing 
how important his gift was for us? Can't 
you just imagine him hovering over the 
earth, counting down the seconds until 
Mary's labour was complete, then send- 
ing his angel choir to express both his 
joy and ours? 

But there is a deeper significance to 
that first Christmas gift. Not only was it 
for our sakes, it was for God's own sake. 



Since the fall in the Garden of Eden, God 
had longed to be reunited with human- 
ity. Finally, the Holy Baby was born. The 
Incarnate Christ restores all willing souls 
to their Maker. The salvation provided 
ensures that we will live in fellowship with 
God through eternity, which is, above all, 
what he wanted. The most extraordinary 
gift ever had a reciprocal effect! Funny, 
isn't it? We judge a person's motivation for 
gift-giving if we think the giver receives 
too great a satisfaction in return. Yet who 
would cast judgment on God's motive? 

If we were to use the gift of the Holy 
Baby as the model for all gifts, we would 
indeed give gifts that are "good for" the 

Every December, I 

dragged my husband 

from store to store. I was 

never sure I had enough 

receiver. Not in the way that spinach is 
good for you, but in the way that swim- 
ming on a hot summer day is good for 
you — it's healthy and you want it. We'd also 
take credit for the gift (not give it anony- 
mously), and show unabashed delight at 
giving it — as God demonstrated when he 
sent the angel choir. Our motives would 
be pure. If a donor gives money to a cause 
because he really wants to better the condi- 
tion of his fellow humans, then I say, let 
him enjoy giving his gift. If it pleases him, 
let him stand before the recipient with a 
big, happy grin on his face, and they can 
enjoy the moment together. But if he gives 
for the purpose of being noticed, if he gives 
to be thanked, then his gift may be won- 
derful, but the giving of it is diminished. 
The giver himself is diminished. 



There are a few special presents I 
hope to get for my family members this 
Christmas. They will know who bought 
them. I may even recount stories of the 
great lengths involved in acquiring them! 
We will enjoy the gifts and the fun they 
bring. But I will try my best, Jim, to help 
my boys value the gift of Christ above 
all. Maybe if they can see that he is what 
I most cherish, they'll eventually come to 
feel the same way. 

Amy 

Dear Amy, 

This is good stuff. And I feel that 
you've really only begun. There 
is so much more that could be 
said about the gift of Jesus, isn't 
there? That is the great thing about some 
gifts — they are endlessly fascinating. You 
keep turning them over and exploring 
them and finding surprising challenges 
and new delights. 

It's what you say about gifts as tokens of 
love or invitations to a loving relationship 
that resonates most deeply with me. Every 
year I am blown away by the beginning of 
John's Gospel. "The Word became flesh and 
blood and moved into the neighbourhood" 
is the way Eugene Peterson translates it. 
I really am gripped by this. It's so much 
more than suburbanites like me serving 
turkey and stuffing to the "needy masses" 
who live across town. It's God showing 
he doesn't turn his nose up at our messy 
house. It's God being vulnerable, risk- 
ing being misunderstood and rejected. 
It's God making himself available for a 
heart-to-heart. 

My parents never gave me a better gift 
than to introduce me to Jesus. Honestly. 
And I think it's wonderful that your kids 
will be able to say the same thing about 
you and Rob. Merry Christmas! 

Jim§ 



Starting next Fall, Salvationist students who enroll at Booth College will 
receive a $1,000 BURSARY ($500 per semester) toward the cost of their 
Room and Board. This bursary is OVER AND ABOVE our entrance awards 
For full details on our Entrance Awards visit BoothCollege.ca/financial_aid. 

BOOth College 

447 Webb Place // Winnipeg, Manitoba // R3B 2P2 
admissions@BoothCollege.ca // 877.942.6684x850 // BoothCollege.ca 
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Motorcycle associations and 



classic-car clubs helpThe 
Salvation Army provide toys for 
kids at Christmas 

by Captain Kim Walter, Editor, Edge for Kids 



Every year, more than 
130,000 children 
receive toys from 
The Salvation Army 
at Christmas. Distributing the 
toys is a huge undertaking 
carried out by thousands of 
officers, employees and vol- 
unteers at community and 
family services offices across 
the territory Gathering the toys 
that will bring smiles to young 
faces on Christmas morning 
is an equally gigantic task. 
Throughout September and 
October, many groups organ- 
ize events to encourage their 
members to donate toys and 
cash to the Army's Christmas 
ministries. Here are just a few 
examples that give new mean- 
ing to the phrase "toy drive." 



The Vancouver Island 
Mustang Association and the 
Canadian Classic Chevelles 
and Beaumonts car club 
met on a sunny Saturday in 
Victoria to support the com- 
munity and family services 
campaign. Seventy vehicles 
and 150 participants lined 
up in the parking lot at 
the University of Victoria 
and headed toward Sidney. 
Salvation Army staff pro- 
vided hot dogs and coffee 
to the generous participants 
who donated cash and more 
than 400 toys. 

In Saskatchewan, 1,200 
riders from the Regina 
Motorcycle Association Inc. 
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on 700 bikes gathered for 
their 26th annual toy ride. 
Participants of all ages, 
from great-grandparents to 
an 18-month-old child of 
one of the riders, gave 3,000 
toys and $2,800 for needy 
children in that city. Major 
Len Millar, assistant director, 
public relations and develop- 
ment, Prairie and Northern 
Territories Division, was 
pleased with the response. 
"I have met some wonderful 
people who have gone out 
of their way to participate," 
he said. 

Members of the Red, White 
and Blue Knights, a motor- 
cycle club for motorcycle- 
riding enthusiasts in local 
police, fire and paramedic 
units, gathered at Nathan 
Phillips Square in Toronto 
for their 30th annual toy 
ride. The group presented 



the Army with more than 
$4,000 in cash and toys 
for the city's neediest 
children. 

The Concerned Motorcycle 
Riders of Huronia marked 
their 25th toy ride in 
Midland, Ont. Nearly 
500 riders contributed 
$6,000 and a mountain 
of toys to be distributed 
to 350 children in their town 
of 16,700. Peter Thomas, 
community and family ser- 
vices director, thanked the 
participants, saying, "You've 
made a huge impact on our 
little area." 

Organizers in Sydney, N.S., 
were pleasantly surprised 
by the response of local 
motorcycle riders. They had 
expected 150 to participate 
in their annual event, but 
approximately 425 rid- 
ers on almost 200 motor- 
cycles arrived to begin the 
day. They filled the parking 
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lot of Sydney Community 
Church and gave some 
concern to organizers, who 
wondered if they would have 
enough food for everyone. 
In the end, all were fed and 
enough toys to fill the Army's 
van were received. Major 
Daniel Roode, corps officer, 
said, "We really appreciate 
this because it helps to kick 
off the public's awareness of 
the work that The Salvation 
Army does to help children 
and families at Christmas." 



More than 400 members of 
the Gold Wing Road Rider 
Association donated almost 
1,000 toys to the St. John's, 
N.L., community and family 
services this fall. Army staff 
were on hand to receive the 
donations from the annual 
Toys for Tots motorcycle 
run. 
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ENROLMENTS AND RECOGNITION 



Officer Retirement 



100 Years Young 



Major Melva Elliott retired July 1 from her appointment as divisional 
co-ordinator of hospital chaplaincy services, N.L. East Div. Born to 
officer parents, Melva grew up in 11 different Newfoundland commun- 
ities. She graduated from the St. John's 
Grace Hospital School of Nursing in 1966 
and married her husband, Hector, in 1967. 
Entering training from Bonavista Corps in 
1972, they were commissioned as members 
of the Followers of Christ Session. Corps 
appointments took them to Fortune, Gander, 
Park Street (Windsor), N.L., and Spryfield, 
N.S.They also served at St. John's CFOT, 
Maritime DHQ and as overseas personnel 
officers, THQ. Thirteen years were spent 
on overseas service — from 1982 to 1988 
as training officer in Portugal, followed by 
seven years in Brazil, where Melva served as training college officer 
and divisional director of women's ministries. Following their return to 
Canada in 2005, the Elliotts served as hospital chaplains in St. John's, 
N.L., where Hector was promoted to Glory in June 2007. Melva is grateful 
for the opportunity to serve God throughThe Salvation Army and looks 
forward to spending more time with her family. 



New Growth for God's Army 




WESTVILLE, N.S.— Right: Mjrs 
Larry and Velma Martin, DC and 
DDWM, Maritime Div, welcome 
new adherent Crystal Wells. Below: 
Five new soldiers are enrolled. Back 
row, from left, CSM Fred Jeffery; 
George Head (holding flag); new 
soldiers Sheri Moulton-Janes, Kevin 
Cameron, Cordell Emerson; Cpts 
Debbie and Jim Sinclair, COs; Mjrs 
Velma and Larry Martin. Front row, 
new soldiers Betty Riggs and Barb 
Cameron; RS Shirley Jeffery 






TORONTO— On September 21, 
Brigadier Connie Lancaster cele- 
brated her 100th birthday. To mark 
the occasion, large crowds of friends 
and well-wishers gathered at both 
the Meighen Retirement Residence 
and East Toronto Citadel, where she 
has been a soldier for more than 30 
years. Letters of congratulations were 
read from the premier and lieutenant- 
governor of Ontario, as well as the 
General, territorial commander and 
former corps officers. 

Orphaned in 1913 atthe age of five, 
Connie came to Canadafrom England 
through the Army's immigration scheme 

that same year. Following 13 years working on a farm in rural Ontario, she 
moved toToronto to live with her sister and two brothers. She became a 
Salvationist at Brock Avenue Corps where she was active in girl guides, 
corps cadets and songsters. Commissioned as an officer in 1929, Connie 
trained as a nurse at the Ottawa Grace Hospital and spent the next 39 
years ministering in women's social services. Growing up without her 
own mother, she had a special place in her heart for girls who gave their 
babies up for adoption. Commenting on those days, she says, "I felt like 

1 was really doing something." Connie overcame many obstacles in her 
early life. With her determined nature shaped by God's direction, she 
turned those difficulties into nearly 80 years of ministry, reaching out 
to those who needed the same comfort she herself received. 

Salvationist needs pictures and stories of how The Salvation Army is 
living its mission and values in your community Send to Salvationist, 

2 Over lea Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4 or e-mail us at Salvationist 
@can.salvationarmy org 



HANOVER, ONT. — Seven new adherents are welcomed by Mjrs Max 
and Helen Bulmer, COs. From left, Bill MacKenzie, Joanne Farrows, 
Joy Codner, Ida-Mae Kennett, Margaret Harrison, Sheri Maxted, 
Bruce Maxted 
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TRIBUTE 

POINT CLARK, Ont— Born in Brighouse, England, in 1948, 
Major Neil Voce served the Lord with a dedicated and 
giving heart. In 1987, Neil and his wife, Maureen, joined 
The Salvation Army in Lindsay, Ont. Entering training 
college a year later, they were commissioned in 1990 as 
members of the Witnesses for Jesus Session. Together 
they ministered in Peace River, Alta., Nipawin, Sask., 
and Wingham, Ont., until ill health forced Neil to take medical leave in 
January 2008. Neil had a love for rural ministries and demonstrated this 
by serving on countless committees and boards, always striving to do 
the Lord's work. He is fondly remembered by his wife, Maureen; daughter, 
Jeanette (Andrew) Smith; son, Jaret (Elizabeth); brothers Alan, Ian 
(Anthea) and Gordon; and many other family members and friends. 

BOTWOOD, N.L.— Born in 1927, Howard Clarence 

Langdon married LizzieThorne of Bishop's Falls, N.L., 
and they had two children, Vina and Donald. An active 
soldier and bandsman, Howard served for 55 years as 
snare drummer, from 1946 to 2001, and was known for 
his distinctive rhythm. He was also a founding mem- 
ber of the men's fellowship group at Botwood Corps. 
Employed in many service-related occupations, Howard retired in 1995 
from Langdon's Bakeshop, a family-run business through which he and 
Lizzie were very well known. Sports were a big part of his life and he 
received many awards for his accomplishments. Howard is missed by 
his wife, Lizzie; daughter, Vina; son, Donald (Bernice); granddaughters 
Nicole (Brad) Jones and Jacqueline; sisters Rowena and June (Ross) 
Stone; and many more family and friends. 

TORONTO— Born in 1956 in Port Arthur, Ont., Major 
Miriam Rose Mills was an active Salvationist in her 
youth, participating in band and songsters. In recogni- 
tion of her keen interest and commitmentto girl guides 
she received the General's Guide award. Graduating as 
a radiological technologist from the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology, Miriam moved toTrail, B.C., 
from which sheenteredToronto CFOT in 1979 as a member of the God's 
Soldiers Session. Following a year inTweed, Ont, she married Lieutenant 
John Mills in 1982 and together they shared 18 years in corps ministry, 
one year in men's social services, and three and a half years atTHQ, 
where Miriam served in the editorial department. Following retirement 
in 2005, Miriam returned to radiological technology, demonstrating 
her love and concern for others through diagnostic imaging atThe 
Scarborough Hospital. Her love and witness remain with her parents, 
Fred and Maj Halliwell; husband, John; sons Isaac, Jordan, Simon and 
Philip; sisters Margaret and Mary. 

Salvationist is happy to print tributes as space permits. They must be 
received within three months of the promotion to Glory and include: 
community wherethe individual resided; conversion; corps involvement; 
Christian ministry and survivors. We reserve the rightto edit submissions. 
Photos submitted will be returned. Digital photos inTIFF, Photoshop EPS 
or JPEG format with a minimum 300 ppi are acceptable. Send to: Editorial 
Department, 2 Overlea Blvd. .Toronto ON M4H 1 P4; e-mail: Salvationist® 
can.salvationarmy.org; fax: 416-422-6120. 





Leap of Faith 

Dudley Coles 

Review by Major Max Sturge 

Based on the premise that "deci- 
sions determine one's destiny," 
Commissioner Dudley Coles' fast- 
paced memoirs intrigued and chal- 
lenged me. In a concise and well-crafted 
autobiography he describes everything 
from completing school in London's bomb 
shelters during the Second World War to 
signing up for a "lifelong better fight in 
an Army without guns" to experiencing 
as a Salvation Army leader the trauma of a 
brutal civil war in Sri Lanka. Through it all he testifies to being 
sustained by a mighty purpose — sacrificially serving through 
The Salvation Army the God whose compelling call to full-time 
ministry he could not escape. 

Over 36 years of active officership, Commissioner Coles was 
privileged to enjoy a multifaceted ministry. Field and editorial 
appointments in Canada were followed by leadership appoint- 
ments in India, Sri Lanka and eventually international headquarters 
where he served as international secretary for South Asia. His 
book reveals fascinating insights into the international Salvation 
Army, its procedures and governance. 

I especially appreciated the author's candid but sensitive 
revelations regarding the anguish he and his devoted wife experi- 
enced during their varied ministry. He describes having to send 
their children many miles away to boarding schools, having to 
discipline officers who had blatantly betrayed the standards of 
Christ and the Army, and coping with unpredictable crises that 
arose in some developing countries. I admire his vulnerability 
in admitting to a three-year struggle with depression. In spite of 
costly decisions and a sacrificial lifestyle, he learned to "conquer 
life with a smile" as he experienced God's hand guiding him 
through the joys and heartaches of ministry. 

Through the pages of his book, Commissioner Dudley Coles 
demonstrates that the calling to Salvation Army officership is 
the greatest privilege in the world. Why? Because it provides 
the incomparable opportunity of helping people connect with a 
loving God who sustains us through joys and struggles and alone 
satisfies us in our quest for the meaning and purpose of life. 

Available through supplies and purchasing 



GAZETTE 

TERRITORIAL 
Births 

Cpts David/Melanie Rideout, daughter, Hannah 

Marcie-Jo, Sep 18 

Appointments 

Mjr (Dr.) Beverley Smith, medical practitioner, 

Toronto Grace Health Centre (designation 

change), THQ social services — health services 

section; Mjr Dirk van Duinen, DSBA, Man. & 

N.W. Ont. Div (additional responsibility) 

Reinforcement personnel 

Cpt Heather Samuel, associate CO, Upper 

Norwood Corps, London, U.K.Tty 



Short-term disability 

Mjr Karen Ingram, Mjr Michelle Percy 
Leave of absence 

Cpt Laverne Fudge 
Retirements 

Mjr Edwin Kimmins, out of Argyle Citadel, 
Hamilton, Ont. Last appointment: major gifts 
officer/campaign director, Ont. CE Div; Mjr 
Ruth Kimmins, out of Argyle Citadel, Hamilton, 
Ont. Last appointment: director of intercultural 
ministries, THQ corps ministries 
Retirement address 

Mjrs Warrick/Lucy Pilgrim, 869 Whetherfield 
St, Unit 61, London ON N6H 0A2 



CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

Dec 2 retired officers' Christmas dinner, Toronto; 
Dec 5 Downtown Rotary Club, Toronto; Dec 6 
Toronto Star Christmas carol concert, St. Paul's 
Anglican Church, Toronto; Dec 6-7Yorkminster 
Citadel, Toronto; Dec 13 Christmas WithThe 
Salvation Army, Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto; 
Dec 14NorthTorontoCC 
Canadian Staff Band 
Dec 6 Toronto Star Christmas carol concerts, 
St. Paul's Anglican Church, Toronto; Dec 13 
Christmas With The Salvation Army, Roy 
Thomson Hall, Toronto 



December 2008 SALVATIONIST 27 



Gaining Acceptance 

On summer assignment in Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine, I learned the 
importance of building relationships in a new community 

by Cadet Robert Jeffery, CFOT 




Following our first year of studies 
at the College for Officer Training, 
my wife, Hannah, and I had the 
amazing privilege to carry out our 
summer assignment in Dnepropetrovsk, 
Ukraine. When approached by the college 
staff about this opportunity, I remember 
being very interested but at the same 
time very anxious. When I first heard 
Dnepropetrovsk pronounced, I wondered 
if I'd ever be able to train my tongue to say 
it, let alone the many other words I would 
need to learn to connect with the people. 
But a few months later, armed with a lot of 
prayer and an English-Russian/Ukrainian 
dictionary, we arrived in Ukraine's most 
easterly city. 

We were assigned to a corps that has 
been in operation for little more than a 
year. Captains Sergey and Tanya Katchanov, 
corps officers, began the work in that part 
of the country with next to nothing in 
the way of resources. Like Army pioneers 
of old, they arrived with a few bags in 
hand and only the clothes on their back. 
Through hard work and much spiritual 
planting, in the span of one year they man- 
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Top: Cdts Robert and Hannah Jeffery with 
the congregation in Ukraine; below: Cdt 
Robert Jeffery interacts with a blind girl 



aged to reap a harvest of about 40 precious 
souls. Our little Salvationist fellowship 
consisted primarily of young people with 
an average age of 35. 

The welcome we received from our new 
friends was truly amazing. In the weeks 
prior to our arrival, they went through 
the effort of learning songs and choruses 
in English so there could be unity in our 
collective worship. We sang praises to 
God in Russian and English, switching 
back and forth with perfect ease; it made 



me think back to the day of Pentecost and 
how the people worshipped in different 
tongues and languages. 

Our duties and responsibilities through- 
out the week were not that different from 
those of our fellow cadets serving at home. 
We led Bible studies, visited people in 
their homes and ran children's programs 
and various other Christian education 
courses such as English as a second lan- 
guage, leadership and development, and 
marriage preparation classes. 

What made our experience in Ukraine 
so unique was the context. In Canada and 
Bermuda, The Salvation Army is a trusted 
and beloved institution; in Ukraine, we 
were hardly known and sometimes met 
with a lot of distrust. The officers had to 
work hard to gain acceptance in the com- 
munity, eventually overcoming the pub- 
lic perception that we were just another 
cultic sect. There is still a lot of progress 
that needs to be made in this area as the 
Army continues to build relationships 
with the community, the state and the 
very influential Orthodox Church. What 
blessed me, however, is that once someone 
is accepted by the Ukrainians, he or she 
becomes part of their family and they share 
whatever they have. 

As one who will soon join the Army's 
ranks as an officer, the experience to serve 
in Ukraine was life-changing. It taught me 
to focus on the strengths of a culture rather 
than its sins, and to see how God is already 
working in it. I've learned something of 
what it means to have a missionary spirit. 
A missionary's goal is not to change the 
host culture; it is to fulfil Christ's plan for 
the world by removing the effects of sin 
from the culture. 

The greatest honour my wife and I 
received came during our final Sunday 
in Ukraine. After thanking us for helping 
to disciple them, in prayerful sincerity 
they sent us out as "missionaries for the 
entire world." And no matter where I find 
myself in God's great Salvation Army, I 
hope that I'll continue to labour for the 
world's salvation. § 




The William Booth Special Care Home's new garden 
area was funded solely by community dollars 




At the William Booth Special Care Home 

in Regina, dedicated staff provide care for 

the body and soul 

by Ken Ramstead, Editor, Faith & Friends and Foi & Vie 

We have an unofficial 
motto here," declares 
Ivy Scobie, executive 
director of the William 
Booth Special Care Home in Regina: 
" 'We're working in the resident's home; 
the resident is not living in our workplace.' 
How would you treat someone if you went 
into their home? I say to the staff, 'Just 
remember, you're the guest.' " 

This resident-focused philosophy is 
one of the keys to the success of the centre. 
"We are the facility of choice in the city," 
states Scobie. There's a 36-month waiting 
list to get into long-term care, and staff 
retention and morale are high. 

"When we give families a tour," Scobie 
continues, "they immediately sense that 
this facility is unique. And we want to 
keep it that way." 

Community Care 

The William Booth Special Care Home has 
been in existence since 1966. Originally 
called the Eventide Home, it was a men's 
residence but over time changed its 
emphasis to encompass long-term care. 
The facility consists of five sections: 

• long-term residential care (57 beds) 

• convalescent care (12 beds) 

• palliative care (10 beds) 

• respite care (two beds) 

• adult day program (170 clients) 
The centre's day-support program is the 



From left: Ivy Scobie, registered nurse 
Shelley Hubick and Cpt Lorraine Hart 



largest in the province and it accepts chal- 
lenging cases other facilities are unable to 
handle. "It's called Care for the Caregivers," 
Scobie explains. "We provide a reprieve for 
the caregivers and help 170 people remain 
in their homes. This equates not only to a 
financial saving for the health district but 
also enables the person to remain an active 
member of our community" 

The 10-bed hospice unit for pallia- 
tive care is the largest in Regina and was 
the first in the province. By sharing the 
centre's existing facilities and resources, 
the hospice has become a model for cost- 
effectiveness. Further, the creation of this 
unit made 10 acute-care beds available to 
be used more effectively 

Flexibility is key. "The staff are trained 
to see themselves not as part of a specific 
department," says Scobie. "Every program 
is as important as the others. When there's 
a shortage in one, we pull people from 



other parts of the centre, and that enhan- 
ces our effectiveness, creating a true team 
approach. And every time we enhance a 
program, it benefits the entire centre." 

The residence has an enviable reputa- 
tion for excellence both in the province 
and around the country, and is the focus of 
Saskatchewan's new emphasis on improv- 
ing hip and knee replacement wait times. 
Colleges rotate their nursing students 
through the centre and health officials 
from around the country stop by. Scobie 
reports, "We just had representatives from 
the Ministry of Health in Nova Scotia to 
observe some of our best practices and 
our model of hospice care." 

Salvation Army Ethos 

Although the staff includes only a handful 
of Salvationists, The Salvation Army ethos 
pervades the facility. 

"That's what attracts people," believes 
Scobie. "When I interview potential 
employees, I explain that this is a Christian 
home, with Christian activities, and that 
they'll be working in a Christian environ- 
ment. It sets the tone right away." 

Staff and residents pray before each 
meal, and the centre's chaplain, Captain 
Lorraine Hart, provides spiritual care to 
workers, residents and families. Captain 
Hart recently instituted a ceremony called 
the Comfort Corner. "When someone dies," 
she explains, "we bring together everyone 
who was close to them. A Scripture reading 
is shared, we talk about the person and we 
pray. The message to staff and residents 
is that our love for these people doesn't 
stop when they die and that they mean 
something to us and to God. That speaks 
volumes for The Salvation Army." 
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December 1-6 

Focus on Our Core Values: 

Compassion— "We embody God's love, reaching 

out to others and caring for them" 

1 Pray for the ministry of the Army's family 
tracing offices, for the families waiting for 
news of loved ones and for the missing 
persons 

2 Pray for the ministry of community and 
family services, that staff members will face 
daily challenges with a Christlike attitude 

3 Pray for the staff and residents of the Army's 
long-term care facilities 

4 Pray that community care workers will 
show God's love as they visit throughout 
the Advent season 

5 Pray that those distributing toys and food 
hampers this month will be sensitive to clients 
needing physical and emotional support 

6 Pray that the staff and volunteers in our 
Christmas distribution centres will convey 
the love of Christ to each recipient 

December 7-13 

Focus on the Social Services Department 

7 Pray for the men, women and children who 
reside in Army shelters, and for the staff who 
assist them in the relocation process 

8 Pray that current research projects will assist 
the Army in continuing to be a transforming 
influence in society 

9 Pray for clients and staff of correctional and 
justice services 

1 Pray for clients and staff of addiction, mental 
health and developmental disabilities 
programs 

1 1 Pray for Salvation Army chaplains and those 
giving practical aid through parish nursing 
programs 

12 Pray for the participants in women's and 
children's programs, parent-child resource 
centres and day-care centres 

1 3 Pray for the THQ social services department, 
for Mary Ellen Eberlin, social services secretary, 
and the team of consultants and staff who 
endeavour to assist those in ministry across 
the territory 

December 14-20 

Focus on Ontario North Division 

14 Pray for Midland Corps, specifically its 
Monday night youth program and perishable 
food program 

15 Pray that the staff of Barrie correctional 
and justice services will maintain a heart of 
compassion and evangelism 

16 Pray for greater opportunities to serve the 
marginalized in the criminal justice system 
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Countless volunteers help The Salvation Army provide food and toys at Christmastime 



through Barrie correctional and justice 
services, and for additional volunteers for 
the courthouse program 

17 Pray for greater financial stability for Hope 
Acres Rehabilitation Centre and Community 
Church, Glencairn, Ont. 

18 Pray for the spiritual growth of soldiers and 
friends at Barrie Corps as they seek to walk 
more closely with the Lord 

19 Pray for Wiarton Community Church's new 
ministry at Cape Croker reserve 

20 Pray for the divisional team as they support, 
encourage and share in ministry 

December 21-27 

Focus on the Birth of Jesus 

21 Meditate on God's promise in Micah 5:2 

22 Meditate on God's promise in Isaiah 9:6-7 

23 Meditate on God's promise in Matthew 
1:18-23 

24 Meditate on God's gift in Luke 2:1 -7 

25 Meditate on God's gift in John 1:14 

26 Meditate on the response to God's gift in 
Luke 2:8-20 



27 Meditate on the response to God's gift in 
Matthew 2:1-11 

December 28-31 

Focus on Overseas Personnel 

28 Pray for Mjrs Ron and Donna Millar, training 
principal and education officer, Kingston, 
Jamaica, Caribbean Territory 

29 Pray for Cpts (Dr.) Paul and Pedrinah Thistle, 
Howard Hospital, Zimbabwe 

30 Pray for Mjrs Shane and Pauline Gruer- 
Caulfield, training officers and COs, Madrid 
Central Corps, Spain 

31 Pray for Mjr Wendy Johnstone, territorial 
secretary for youth and candidates, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, South America East 
Territory 

The 2008 Prayer Diary is available online at 
Salvationist.ca. To receive your copy by e-mail, 
contact Major Gail Winsor, territorial spiritual 
life and prayer co-ordinator, at gail_winsor@can. 
salvationarmy.org 
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From Generation to 
Generation 

The Ail-Embracing Family of God 

by Robert and Janet Street 

The Salvation Army family has its own 
God-given role to play in the world. To 
achieve this to the best effect, every gen- 
eration has to play its part. This book 
shows how mutually supportive connect- 
edness between generations is rooted in 
Scripture and is God's will for his world. 
$10.95 

They Gave Their Lives 

by Alan Bate man 

This unique book tells the stories of 12 
Salvationists who died for their faith. The 
author writes with warmth, gratitude and 
deep respect for each fallen colleague. 
General Shaw Clifton writes, "Let their 
example spur us on to deeper fidelity to 
the Saviour and to more urgent intensity 
to make the most of every moment that 
we are spared to live for him." $10.95 

Dear Paul 

by Wesley Harris 

This collection of 20 letters, written 
imaginatively to the Apostle Paul, cov- 
ers a wide variety of subjects stemming 
from Paul's writings and dares to ask how 
they would be handled by the contempor- 
ary Christian Church in today's setting. 
Readers will be encouraged to explore 
the life and letters of the great apostle 
and discover more of God's will for their 
lives. $12.95 



Life in the Spirit 

by Bramwell H. Til Is ley 

First published when the author was chief 
secretary in the U.S.A. Southern Territory, 
this book has been reprinted due to popular 
demand. Since its original release in 1986, 
it has been a helpful guide to the unfolding 
of the way of holiness and the empower- 
ment of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
believer. $3.50 



Breakfast at Sally's 

One Homeless Man's Inspirational 
Journey 

by Richard LeMieux 

Once a successful business execu- 
tive, Richard LeMieux saw his fortune 
change almost overnight. In this heartfelt 
memoir, he describes his descent into 
homelessness and his struggle to survive 
personal and economic disaster. With 
no hope and faith left, he searches for 
redemption and finds it in various places, 
including The Salvation Army. $26.50 
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Reflections 

Choral Essays Volume Two 

The King's Singers 

Following the immense popularity of their 
first album featuring Salvation Army rep- 
ertoire, this renowned British group has 
released a second volume of Army favour- 
ites. Tracks include In the Love of Jesus, Lord 
Teach Us How to Pray, Calm Pastures, The Well Is Deep, The Candle 
of the Lord and many more. $29.95 

A Christmas Fanfare 

New York Staff Band 

The joy of Christmas is captured in this 
new recording by the New York Staff Band. 
Underscored by the familiar proclamation, 
"Joy to the world! the Lord is come," the CD 
contains myriad styles and genres with the 
theme of joy constantly resurfacing through- 
out. Listeners will appreciate the short listener- friendly pieces, 
perfect for long commutes. $24.95 
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That Holiday Feeling 

Intrada Brass of Oakville 

Formed in 1995, this remarkable ensemble 

has established a reputation for the best in 

brass band playing. Conducted by Bram 

Gregson and Kevin Norbury this CD contains 

a wide variety of music, including White 

Christmas and the ever popular Sleigh Ride. 

Also featuring music from Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker and William 

Himes' Three Kings Swing, this treasure of yuletide favourites 

includes something for every taste. $20 

Day of Freedom 

North York Temple Band 

This latest recording by North York Temple 
Band features three soloists from the renowned 
Venables family. The father, Robert, plays 
Robert Redheads Life Abundant, while sons 
Brindley and Barrington are heard respectively 
in Share My Yoke and The Guardian. Not to be left out, brother- 
in-law/uncle Captain Mark Hall is featured in Christ Is All. Other 
tracks include Music For a Joyful Occasion, Quintessence and Day 
of Freedom. $20 

The Lord Is My Light 

Yorkminster Citadel Band and Songsters 

This latest recording from Yorkminster 
Citadel demonstrates that the corps continues 
to maintain its long tradition of pace-setting 
musical standards. Under the direction of 
Bandmaster Greg Colley and Songster Leader 
Donna Colley, and with exquisite accompani- 
ments by Major Len Ballantine and Elizabeth Colley, this CD 
includes a wide array of musical selections meant to bring the 
listener into the presence of God. $20 

For these and other great products contact 

The Salvation Army Christian Book and Supply Centres or 

purchase online at SalvationArmy.cal store 
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This newly 

recorded CD includes 

Nessun Dorma, 

You Raise Me Up, 

Christmas Tree 

and many more. 
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